
Common European Framework of Reference 
 

  Common European Framework of Reference (CEF) 
A 
 

Basic User 
 

Elementare Sprachverwendung 
 

B 
 

Independent User 
 

Selbständige Sprachverwendung 
 

C 
 

Proficient User 
 

Kompetente Sprachverwendung 
 

A1 
 
Breakthrough 
 

A2 
 
Waystage 

B1 
 
Threshold 

B2 
 
Vantage 

C1 
 
Effective Proficiency 

C2 
 
Mastery 

A1.1                 A1.2 
 

A2.1                 A2.2 
 

B1.1                 B1.2 
 

B2.1                 B2.2 C1.1                 C1.2  

 

DSH (Deutsche Sprachprüfung für den Hochschulzugang) DSH 1 
≥ 57% 

DSH 2 
≥ 67% 

DSH 3 
≥ 82% 

 

TestDaF TDN 3 
≥ 14 Punkte 

TDN 4 
≥ 16 Punkte 

TDN 5 
≥ 18 Punkte 

 

 
 
TOEFL  
(internet-based – score range 0 - 120) 
 

 
min. 57 

 
min. 87 

 
min. 110 

 

TOEFL  
(computer-based – score range 0 - 300) 
 

 
min. 137 

  
min. 220 

 



CEF and German 
 
  Common European Framework of Reference (CEF) 

A 
 

Basic User 
 

Elementare Sprachverwendung 
 

B 
 

Independent User 
 

Selbständige Sprachverwendung 
 

C 
 

Proficient User 
 

Kompetente Sprachverwendung 
 

A1 
 
Breakthrough 
 

A2 
 
Waystage 

B1 
 
Threshold 

B2 
 
Vantage 

C1 
 
Effective Proficiency 

C2 
 
Mastery 

A1.1                 A1.2 
 

A2.1                 A2.2 
 

B1.1                 B1.2 
 

B2.1                 B2.2 C1.1                 C1.2  

 

DSH (Deutsche Sprachprüfung für den Hochschulzugang) DSH 1 
≥ 57% 

DSH 2 
≥ 67% 

DSH 3 
≥ 82% 

 

TestDaF TDN 3 
≥ 14 Punkte 

TDN 4 
≥ 16 Punkte 

TDN 5 
≥ 18 Punkte 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CEF and General English 
 

  Common European Framework of Reference (CEF) 
A 
 

Basic User 
 

B 
 

Independent User 
 

C 
 

Proficient User 
 

A1 
 
Breakthrough 
 

A2 
 
Waystage 

B1 
 
Threshold 

B2 
 
Vantage 

C1 
 
Effective Proficiency 

C2 
 
Mastery 

A1.1                 A1.2 
 

A2.1                 A2.2 
 

B1.1                 B1.2 
 

B2.1                 B2.2 C1.1                 C1.2  

 
TOEFL  
(internet-based – score range 0 - 120) 
 

 
min. 57 

 
min. 87 

 
min. 110 

 

TOEFL  
(computer-based – score range 0 - 300) 
 

 
min. 137 

  
min. 220 

 

 
 
IELTS  
(band score) 

 
3.5 / 4.0 / 4.5 

 
5.0 / 5.5 / 6.0 

 
6.5 / 7.0  

 
7.5 + 

TOEIC 
(score range 10 - 990) 
 

 
min. 550 

 
min. 750 

 
min. 850 

 

 
 
 



CEF and English Special languages 
 

  Common European Framework of Reference (CEF) 
A 
 

Basic User 
 

B 
 

Independent User 
 

C 
 

Proficient User 
 

A1 
 
Breakthrough 
 

A2 
 
Waystage 

B1 
 
Threshold 

B2 
 
Vantage 

C1 
 
Effective Proficiency 

C2 
 
Mastery 

A1.1                 A1.2 
 

A2.1                 A2.2 
 

B1.1                 B1.2 
 

B2.1                 B2.2 C1.1                 C1.2  

 
BEC  
Business English Certificate 
 

 
BEC level B1 

 
BEC Level B2 

 
BEC Level C1 

 

ILEC  
International Legal English Certificate 
 

 
ILEC level B1 

 
ILEC Level B2 

 
ILEC Level C1 

 

ICFE 
International Certificate in Financial 
English 
 
 

 
ICFE level B1 

 
ICFE Level B2 

 
ICFE Level C1 
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